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	Faculty Information
	Name
	Kyung Ran Huh (artist name: Ellie Kyungran Heo)

	
	E-mail
	ellie.kyungran@gmail.com

	
	Home University
	PhD Candidate at Zurich University of the Arts

	
	Department
	Transdisciplinary Artistic PhD Program

	
	Homepage
	https://www.zhdk.ch/en/person/kyung-ran-huh-246629
https://elliekyungran.com/work

	Course Information
	Class No.
	TBA
	Course Code
	TBA
	Credits
	3

	
	Course Name
	Artistic Research on Culture and Nature in Korea

	
	Lecture Schedule
	Monday-Saturday / 13:00-16:00

	
	Course Description
	This course explores Korean culture and nature through artistic research, with a particular focus on "relations". Rather than approaching culture and nature as fixed objects of knowledge, students are invited to engage with them as dynamic fields of encounter and interaction.
Through lectures, fieldwork and practice-based workshops, students will develop artistic methods of relating to their surroundings—human and non-human, visible and invisible. The course encourages sensory exploration, observation and critical reflection as ways of forming connections with places, materials and living beings in Korea.
By the end of the course, students will create an artistic project that reflects their own mode of relating to culture, nature, and beings in Korea. The outcome is not only a representation, but a trace of how relationships emerge, unfold and are reimagined through artistic experimentation.

	
	Course Objective
	This course aims to introduce students to artistic research as a method of engaging with culture and nature in Korea. It encourages students to move beyond mere experience and develop their own modes of relating to the world through artistic practice.
Students will explore how relationships can be formed with cultural contexts, natural environments, and living beings through sensory experience, fieldwork, and critical reflection. The course also supports the development of individual artistic processes, culminating in a project that articulates each student’s unique approach to encountering and relating to Korea.

	
	Prerequisite
	· No prior experience in art or artistic research is required.
· Students from all academic backgrounds are welcome.
· Students should be willing to participate in fieldwork, discussions, practice-based activities.

	
	Materials/Textbooks
	· There is no required textbook for this course.
· Instead, a selection of readings, visual materials, and references from contemporary art, artistic research and related fields will be provided throughout the semester. These may include excerpts from theoretical texts, artist writings, and case studies.
· Students are expected to bring basic materials for creative experimentation (e.g., a notebook, digital devices such as smartphones for photography, video, sound recording).

	Evaluation
	Attendance
	10%
	Quiz
	%

	
	Assignment
	%
	Mid-term Exam
	%

	
	Presentation
	20%
	Final Project
	40%

	
	Group Project
	%
	Participation
	30%

	
	Etc.
	Evaluation Item
	Ratio

	
	
	
	%

	
	
	
	%

	Daily 
Lecture Plan
	Day 1
	Course Introduction and Sensing Korea through the Body
Lecture: What is artistic research? What does it mean to relate?
Workshop: Sensing Korea through the body with a Korean traditional dancer

	
	Day 2
	Colours of Korea: Perception and Cultural Codes
Lecture: Colour as cultural code and sensory language
Workshop: Creating a “Seoul colour palette” through observation and image collection

	
	Day 3
	Tradition and Contemporary Art: Points of Encounter
Field Trip: National Folk Museum of Korea; National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art
Workshop: Identifying connections between traditional artefacts and contemporary artworks

	
	Day 4
	Everyday Life in Korea: Urban Fieldwork (Seongsu-dong)
Lecture: Observation, framing, and everyday aesthetics
Workshop (Fieldwork): Photography-based exploration in Seongsu-dong

	
	Day 5
	Nature in Korea: Sensory Field Research (Seoul Forest & Han River)
Lecture: Sensory ethnography and environmental perception
Workshop (Fieldwork): Observation, movement, listening
Writing Exercise: Creative reflection based on sensory experience

	
	Day 6
	Taste and Culture: Experiencing Korea through Food
Lecture: Food as cultural and sensory mediums
Workshop: Video recording and documentation of food experience

	
	Day 7
	Constructing Research Materials I: Image and Text
Lecture: Image-text relations in artistic research
Workshop: Editing photographs and integrating text

	
	Day 8
	Constructing Research Materials II: Video and Sound
Lecture: Time-based media, rhythm, and sound
Workshop: Video editing and sound composition

	
	Day 9
	Constructing Research Materials III: Installation and Participatory Art
Lecture: Installation and participatory art case studies
Workshop: Expanding work into space, object, and audience interaction

	
	Day 10
	Project Proposal: Relating to Korea
Presentation: Individual project proposal
Discussion: Group feedback

	
	Day 11
	Research Development
Workshop: Individual research and field-based exploration
Tutorial: Concept development support

	
	Day 12
	Project Production I
Workshop: Production (photo/video/sound/installation, etc.)
Tutorial: One-on-one support

	
	Day 13
	Project Production II
Workshop: Production (photo/video/sound/installation, etc.)
Tutorial: One-on-one support

	
	Day 14
	Final Presentation and Discussion
Presentation: Final projects
Discussion: Reflection and shared perspectives

	
	Day 15
	Multidisciplinary Art
Workshop: Performative experimentation with a Korean traditional musician
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