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Course Description
	Course Rationale and Objectives:
The business world is rapidly evolving in response to environmental pressures, investor expectations, and global sustainability challenges. Yet traditional business education often lacks the emotional and narrative depth necessary to inspire ethical and systemic thinking. This course introduces an innovative pedagogy—film-based environmental learning—that combines analytical rigor with storytelling. Students will watch one film per class and examine it through frameworks from corporate social responsibility (CSR), sustainable finance, environmental ethics, and systems innovation. The goal is to empower future business leaders to understand the human dimensions of environmental change and to translate insight into strategy.
As a class, we will consider how the stylistic choices used in both documentary and narrative storytelling can help to highlight developments in technology, ethics, and taking an active role as an audience. Upon completion of the course, students will have a greater understanding of the political and social issues that confront contemporary environmental issues and will begin to develop their own strategies for educating the public about the importance of living a more coherent and sustainable lifestyle.
Pedagogical Innovation and Value to both Consumers and Business Students:
• Bridges Theory and Emotion: Film stimulates empathy and systems thinking often missing in case-only methods.
• Enhances Communication Skills: Students learn to narrate sustainability as a compelling business story.
• Develops Global Awareness: The film list spans continents, cultures, and industries.
• Fosters Leadership Mindset: Encourages ethical reflection and visionary strategic thinking.
• Highlights the importance of creating an ethical consumer culture that is mindful of how adopting sustainable production and consumer practices will lead to finding economic, environmental, and social sustainability.

	
	
	Learning Objectives:
• Evaluate the environmental implications of business decisions using strategic frameworks.
• Analyze how film and media shape societal understanding of sustainability.
• Develop business strategies that integrate profit with environmental and social responsibility.
• Engage in critical discussion on corporate ethics, leadership, and environmental justice.
• Propose practical, innovative solutions for sustainable enterprise.

Teaching Strategy:
• Film-Centered Learning: Each class begins with a film screening aligned to the lecture theme.
• Discussion and Analysis: Class discussions connect cinematic narratives to real-world business cases.
• Case Studies: Each film is paired with a corporate case (e.g., Patagonia, Tesla, Nestlé, Unilever).
• Experiential Component: In a team, students conduct either a “Sustainability Audit” or a “Externality Assessment” of a business or product of their choice. Identifying possible solutions to the environmentally detrimental externalities of businesses related operations will be a critical component of this assignment.

Minimal Course Requirements:

	
	






Course Objective
	Be on time for class; To contribute to class discussions, and to write interesting, informed papers, it is essential that you keep up with the reading assignments and attend ALL class sessions. Chronic lateness is highly distracting, will compromise your grasp of the material, and be reflected in the attendance component of your final grade. Complete all readings and assigned material before the due date specified in the course schedule. Work handed in after the due date will be decreased one letter grade per day. Type all work written outside of class. Keep a comprehensive weekly journal of reflections and responses to the films, texts and presentations. Thoughtfully participate in discussions and activities. Be prepared to dedicate a significant amount of time for self-
directed research, collaboration and discussion. All assigned work must




be completed in order to pass the course; No incompletes will be given. I will give students time to work with their groups in class to prepare their presentations, so be sure to contact me before-hand if you will be late or absent.
EXPLANATION OF PROJECTS:
1. Participation (100 points)
Speaking and discussion may be difficult for those of us in the “shy persons” category. Yet I expect that everyone will bring to the class a readiness to speak based on their own ideas and relating to the topics at hand. If you are a “shy person” I recommend making a few notes based on a film, the previous class, or a reading that will allow you to break into the discussion. However, for those of us who like to talk, grading may also represent your willingness to listen to other points of view and not dominate the discussion.
2. Group Research Presentation & Panel Discussion (300 points)
Working in teams of 2-3, each group will be responsible for designing and delivering a 20-30 minute presentation & discussion on one of the films that are screened in class. The schedule of these presentations will be determined by the order in which the films are scheduled. (See the detailed outline below for screening and presentation dates.) To prepare for this presentation, each student is required to write a two-page detailed response to the film that they have been assigned. These response papers will be used to help the group outline and organize their presentations and should be submitted to me by the start of class on the date of your presentation. Each presentation should consider: What is the historical context behind the production of the film; What is intended message or purpose of the film; Who is the intended audience; Has the film oversimplified the subject or failed to consider alternate perspectives; Has the film ignored issues such as externalized social, political and economic costs; Can/should this film be used to reach a wider audience; and is this an effective/appropriate text to encourage individual or communal changes in non-cohesive or unsustainable behaviors. After each the presentation, the team will form a panel to field questions and to initiate further discussion or inquiry into the subject. An annotated filmography/bibliography of supporting/critical texts should be included with each presentation.
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	3. Film Analysis/ Personal Reflection Journal (200 points) aka “Midterm Exam”
To keep track of course material, you should begin a journal that includes summaries of all films screened in class, and notes on interesting or puzzling aspects of the reading. This journal will serve as raw material for your group presentation assignment, so you'll never have to begin with a blank page and no ideas. You will be responsible for turning in a 500- word (double-spaced typed pages) critical reflections on two of the films you have watched outside of class time, and developed from your journal notes. See assignment sheet for details.

4. Personal Analysis/Finding Practical Solutions (200 points) aka “Final Exam”
You will be responsible for turning in a 500-word (double-spaced typed pages) or creating an iPhone video that addresses a major environmental concern of yours and suggests possible practical solutions for that concern.

5. Daily Film Responses (200 points) aka “Assignments”

After each film is screened in class, I will provide time for you to reflect on the film in terms of its message, efficacy, persuasiveness, and overall Impact. Please be specific and feel free to refer to other films and writings you have been introduced to in your life.

	
	
Prerequisite
	
None

	
	



Materials/Textbooks
	REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:
Professor Rappa will provide a PDF file of the required course-reader titled: Environmental Issues in Korean and North American Cinema Study Guide
REQUIRED MATERIALS:
A notebook and pen to keep a journal that records your responses and reflections of the assigned texts, films and in-class presentations.

	




Evaluation
	Attendance
	10%
	Quiz
	%

	
	Assignment
	30%
	Mid-term Exam
	10%

	
	Presentation
	%
	Final Exam
	10%

	
	Group Project
	30%
	Participation
	10%

	
	

Etc.
	Evaluation Item
	Ratio

	
	
	
	%

	
	
	
	%

	Daily Lecture Plan
	Day 1
	Lecture: The Power of Storytelling in Environmental Business Education
Film: The Corporation by Mark Achbar & Jennifer Abbott
Key Topics: Climate communication; business narrative; environmental awareness.




	
	Day 2
	Lecture: Corporate Responsibility and Climate Ethics Part 1
Film: A Fierce Green Fire: The Battle for a Living Planet by Mark Kitchell
Key Topics: Corporate personhood; governance; sustainability reporting

	
	Day 3
	Lecture: Energy Futures and Transition Economics
Film: Snowpiercer by Bong Joon-ho
Key Topics: Renewable energy markets; global energy equity

	
	Day 4
	Lecture: Global Supply Chains and Environmental Justice 
Film: Manufactured Landscapes by Jennifer Baichwal
Key Topics: Fast fashion; ethical sourcing; supply chain transparency

	
	Day 5
	Lecture: Water, Power, and Profit
Film: Last Call at the Oasis by Jessica Yu
Key Topics: Environmental law; corporate negligence; stakeholder advocacy

	
	Day 6
	Lecture: Biodiversity, Resource Extraction, and Indigenous Rights Part 1
Film: Gasland by Josh Fox
Key Topics: Resource conflict; cultural resilience; land ethics

	
	Day 7
	Lecture: Urban Design, Infrastructure, and Green Cities
Film: Sky Blue aka Wonderful Days by Moon-saeng Kim
Key Topics: Urban sustainability; smart cities; systems planning

	
	Day 8
	Mid-Term Exam due
Lecture: Corporate Responsibility and Climate Ethics Part 2
Film: Crude by Joe Berlinger
Key Topics: Corporate personhood; governance; sustainability reporting

	
	Day 9
	Lecture: Biodiversity, Resource Extraction, and Indigenous Rights Part 2
Film: Wasteland by Lucy Walker & Marion Delannoy
Key Topics: Resource conflict; cultural resilience; land ethics

	
	Day 10
	Lecture: Corporate Responsibility and Climate Ethics Part 2
Film: Train To Busan by Yeon Sang-ho
Key Topics: Social and environmental metaphors in zombie apocalypse films

	
	Day 11
	Group Project Presentations & Discussion
Lecture: Financial Markets and Environmental Risk
Film: If a Tree Falls by Marshall Curry
Key Topics: ESG investing; carbon markets; risk assessment

	
	Day 12
	Group Project Presentations & Discussion
Lecture: Food Systems and Sustainable Agriculture 
Film: Seed: The Untold Story by Taggart Siegel
Key Topics: Industrial agriculture; local economies; food policy

	
	Day 13
	Group Project Presentations & Discussion
Lecture: Innovation and Circular Economies
Film: Carbon Nation by Peter Byck
Key Topics: Waste reduction; product design; circular supply models

	
	Day 14
	Group Project Presentations & Discussion
Lecture: Technology, Data, and Climate Solutions
Film: Cowspiracy by kip Andersen & Keegan Kuhn
Key Topics: Tech innovation; regeneration; environmental optimism

	
	Day 15
	Group Project Presentations & Discussion
Lecture: Future Leadership: Ethics, Empathy, and the Green Economy
Film: Okja by Bong Joon-ho
Key Topics: Leadership communication; denial culture; crisis response
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