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	Faculty Information
	Name
	Prof. Caroline Sommerville Ward

	
	E-mail
	carolineward@hanyang.ac.kr

	
	Home University
	Hanyang University

	
	Department
	CEEC

	
	Homepage
	

	Course Information
	Class No.
	TBA
	Course Code
	CUL1221
	Credits
	3

	
	Course Name
	Fact versus Fiction: Media Literacy and Detecting Fake News

	
	Lecture Schedule
	Monday-Saturday / 1 pm--4 pm

	
	Course Description
	In an era when truth seems relative and fake news is rampant, how can the public separate fact from fiction? How can citizens know who and what is trustworthy and accurate? Belief in falsehood has results that range from wasteful to disastrous. This course aims to train and equip students to be discerning consumers of information, with a focus in the STEM realm. 

We will dissect a variety of information, determining degrees of correctness. Among fields of science, technology, engineering, mathematics, students will enhance their media literacy by exploring topics, such as fake news, dis/misinformation, misinterpretations. Students will also develop skills and criteria for verifying trustworthy information, sources, outlets, writers.

	
	Course Objective
	-Assessing accuracy, reliability, validity
-Questioning and challenging appropriately
-Discerning and correcting logical fallacies
-Data collection and interpretation 
-Understanding limitations, partial truths

	
	Prerequisite
		Students should have a working grasp of written and verbal communicative English. For a reasonable amount of participation for maximum learning, students must be able to 1) listen to and comprehend short videos, 2) verbally express opinions through brief discussions, 3) read, understand, analyze news articles, 4) write paragraphs using English structure and style, 5) find and incorporate sources.

	
	Materials/Textbooks
		No textbook is required, but materials used in class will include works from PBS, British Council, TedTalks, and the like. Resources from reputable universities will also be used, as well as fact-checking institutions like Poynter Institute and Snopes.

	Evaluation
	Attendance
	15%
	Quiz
	15%

	
	Assignment
	%
	Mid-term Exam
	%

	
	Presentation
	%
	Final Exam
	%

	
	Group Project
	%
	Participation
	%

	
	Etc.
	Evaluation Item
	Ratio

	
	
	Report 1: Fake News
	15%

	
	
	Report 2: Misinformation
	20%

	
	
	Report 3: A Trusted Source
	20%

	
	
	Extensive Reading
	10%

	
	
	Reflection
	5%

	Daily 
Lecture Plan
	Day 1
	Course introduction:
Introduction Quiz; Class information

	
	Day 2
	Definitions, Ideals, Context
Disc: Definitions, etc.; Terms; Sample Reading

	
	Day 3
	Definitions, Ideals, Context
Key Terms, CWP; Key Terms, Discussion

	
	Day 4
	Definitions, Ideals, Context
Principles and Principals; Evaluating Information

	
	Day 5
	Sensationalism and ClickBait
Logical Fallacies, examples; Logical Fallacies, disc.
Report 1 due

	
	Day 6
	Sensationalism and ClickBait
Share Your Findings 1; Quiz 1

	
	Day 7
	Sensationalism and ClickBait
News vs. Entertainment (Spanish/American war, Morning Glory clip, article from Wired magazine)

	
	Day 8
	Balancing Viewpoints and Confronting Bias
Research Basics: Questions, Methods, Analyses

	
	Day 9
	Balancing Viewpoints and Confronting Bias
Top 10 Biases; Application
Report 2 due

	
	Day 10
	Balancing Viewpoints and Confronting Bias
Share Your Findings 2; Quiz 2

	
	Day 11
	AI and ChatGPT
Flowers and Detectors; AI and Media, Ethics

	
	Day 12
	Action and Rebuttal
A Trusted Source; New York Times (key people)

	
	Day 13
	Action and Rebuttal
Responses and Rebuttals

	
	Day 14
	Future Directions
Semester Review
Report 3 due

	
	Day 15
	Final Thoughts and Review
Share your Findings 3; Quiz 3
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