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	Course Information
	Class No.
	TBA
	Course Code
	DIS2017
	Credits
	3

	
	Course Name
	International Relations in East Asia

	
	Lecture Schedule
	Monday-Saturday / 9:00~12:00

	
	Course Description
	East Asia is one of the most dynamic, economically vital, and geopolitically complex regions in the world. This course provides a comprehensive examination of the international relations of East Asia, exploring the historical legacies, ideological conflicts, and contemporary power shifts that define the region today.
Designed to bridge historical context with current policy debates, the course is structured around two primary phases: the historical evolution of the region up to the end of the Cold War, and the complex security and economic landscape of the post-Cold War era. Students will engage with major international relations theories to analyze state behavior, regional dynamics, and the role of external powers, particularly the United States.

Course Structure
The curriculum is divided into two main parts:
Part I: Historical Foundations of International Relations in East Asia
The first half of the course establishes the historical context necessary for understanding modern East Asia. We will explore the decline of the Sinocentric tributary system, the impact of Western and Japanese imperialism, and the devastating consequences of the Second World War. The focus will then shift to the Cold War, examining how ideological bipolarity divided the region—highlighting the Korean War, the Taiwan Strait crises, and the Vietnam War—and how these historical grievances continue to shape state relations today.

Part II: Contemporary Challenges in the Post-Cold War Era 
The second half transitions to the modern era, focusing on the pressing geopolitical and economic challenges facing East Asia today. We will critically examine key issues, including, but not limited to:
· The geopolitical implications of the rise of China and US-China strategic competition.
· Flashpoints and territorial disputes (e.g., the South China Sea, the East China Sea, and cross-strait relations).
· The "Asian Paradox" (deep economic integration coupled with persistent security dilemmas).

Assignments and expectations
A central component of this course is a collaborative, policy-oriented project designed to bridge academic theory with real-world application.
· Group Policy Paper (3,000 words): Students will be assigned to teams to act as regional policy analysts. Each group will select one of the key contemporary regional issues discussed in Part II of the course. The team will be required to write a comprehensive, 3,000-word policy paper that analyzes the problem, evaluates the interests of the involved actors, and provides actionable, well-reasoned policy recommendations for regional stability or resolution.
· Group Presentation: At the end of the term, each team will present their policy paper's findings and recommendations to the class, defending their proposed strategies during a brief Q&A session.


	
	Course Objective
	By the end of this course, students will be able to:
1. Understand the historical events and Cold War legacies that shaped the modern East Asian regional order.
2. Analyze the key contemporary security, economic, and diplomatic challenges facing the region.
3. Apply international relations theories to explain the behavior of East Asian states and external actors.
4. Draft professional, persuasive policy recommendations aimed at addressing complex geopolitical crises.


	
	Prerequisite
	No prerequisites are required for this course. A basic knowledge of International Relations Theory would be helpful, however.

	
	Materials/Textbooks
	All course materials will be uploaded on LMS

	Evaluation
	Attendance
	 20 %
	Quiz
	0 %

	
	Assignment
	 0 %
	Mid-term Exam
	0 %

	
	Presentation
	0 %
	Final Exam
	 40 %

	
	Group Project
	40 %
	Participation
	0 %

	
	Etc.
	Evaluation Item
	Ratio

	
	
	
	%

	
	
	
	%

	Daily 
Lecture Plan
	Day 1
	Introduction, orientation, and ice-breaking

	
	Day 2
	International relations in East Asia before the 19th century

	
	Day 3
	Colonialization and disruptions in the traditional interstate order in East Asia

	
	Day 4
	Changed regional order: Japan’s imperial over-stretch

	
	Day 5
	The Cold War and East Asia: Legacies and facts

	
	Day 6
	Nixon shocks and the rise of China

	
	Day 7
	Structural power and the contest for regional hegemony

	
	Day 8
	The hub-and-spokes alliance system in East Asia

	
	Day 9
	The East Asian miracle and economic cooperation

	
	Day 10
	The Asian Financial Crisis and regionalism

	
	Day 11
	Economic coercion and challenges to regionalism

	
	Day 12
	The Taiwan Strait issue

	
	Day 13
	Tariffs wars and the U.S.-China conflict 

	
	Day 14
	Group project presentation

	
	Day 15
	Final exam
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