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Course Description 

This course offers an overview of the theoretical and empirical 

discussion on International Relations. This course will construct the 

foundation of scholarly and policy analysis on the current issues of IR 

The topics covered will help a student have a fair amount of 

methodological and theoretical training. We will cover a range of 

topics – mainstream and major IR schools, regimes, non-state actors, 

international organization, war and peace, and nuclear proliferation. 

Course Objective 

This course is considered a gateway course for all other international 

relations classes and a fundamental element of the undergraduate. 

The aim is for students to begin to learn the literature in the field and 

the intellectual issues and debates. In each class, there will be two 

sections. 

1) There will be a lecture section. In this section, the lecturer provides

his own analysis on the given readings and explanation for the issues. 

Readings will be provided.(90mins) 

2) A second section will be a there will be group discussion section +

individual presentation (about 60 minutes). In this section, all of the 

students will discuss the given topics. Then, volunteers will summarize 

their groups' idea. (25 mins). Presenters will gain a participation 

(contribution to class) point. 
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Prerequisite -  

Materials/Textbooks Course reading pack will be provided on LMS 

Evaluation 

Attendance 30% Quiz % 

Assignment % Mid-term Exam 30% 

Presentation % Final Exam 30% 

Group Project % Participation 10% 

Etc. 

Evaluation Item Ratio 

 % 

 % 

Daily  

Lecture Plan 

Week 

1 

Day 1 Introduction: 1) Course Design 2) Grading Criteria 3) Overview of IR 

Day 2 Framework of IR / Theories of IR: Realist Idea (Realism and Neo-Realism) 

Day 3 1) Theories of IR: Liberalism and Neo-Liberalism (Institutionalism)/ 2) 

Alternative Ideas: Constructivism and Marxism 

Day 4 Domestic Politics and IR (Leadership and Selectorate Theory) 

Week 

2 

Day 1 War and Peace Studies 

Day 2 Domestic Politics and IR /War and Peace Studies 

Day 3 Nuclear Proliferation and Arms Control / Midterm Preview 

Day 4 Mid-term Exam 

Week 

3 

Day 1 Mid-term Review/ Non-state actor I: International Organization and NGO 

Day 2 Non-state actors II: Terrorist 

Day 3 Soft Power and Public Diplomacy 

Day 4 Field Trip 

Week 

4 

Day 1 Poverty and International Peace 

Day 2 International Trade: Neo-Liberal and Neo-Realist approach for 

international trade 

Day 3 Final Exam: Team Presentation 

Day 4 Graduation 
 


