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Course 

Information 

Class No. TBA Course Code ISS1199 Credits 3 

Course Name Korea and Japan in the World 

Lecture Schedule Monday-Saturday / 13:00–16:00  

Course Description 

This course examines the political and economic development of Korea 

and Japan from a comparative political economy perspective. It analyzes 

how developmental states, political institutions, and state–business 

relations shaped economic transformation in both countries. The course 

also explores welfare systems, demographic change, culture and identity, 

and bilateral relations, culminating in an examination of foreign policy 

and security.  

Course Objective 

1. Understand the historical evolution of developmental states in 

Korea and Japan. 

2. Analyze how political institutions influence economic 

performance and policy outcomes. 

3. Compare state–business relations and industrial transformation in 

both countries. 

4. Evaluate contemporary social challenges including inequality and 

demographic crisis. 

5. Assess Korea–Japan relations and their role in regional and global 

politics. 

Prerequisite None (Basic knowledge of political science or economics recommended) 

Materials/Textbooks 
The Political Economy of East Asia: Wealth and Power, selected chapters 

and articles  

Evaluation 

Attendance 10% Quiz 0% 

Assignment 20% Mid-term Exam 0% 

Presentation 10% Final Exam 0% 

Group Project 0% Participation 20% 

Etc. 
Evaluation Item Ratio 

Final paper 40% 
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Daily  

Lecture Plan 

Day 1 Introduction: Analytical Framework (Developmental State & Political Economy) 

Day 2 Japan’s Developmental State 

Day 3 Korea’s Developmental State 

Day 4 Japanese Economic Transformation 

Day 5 Korean Economic Transformation 

Day 6 Political Institutions in Japan 

Day 7 Political Institutions in Korea 

Day 8 Two Koreas 

Day 9 State–Business Relations: Keiretsu vs Chaebol 

Day 10 Welfare State, Inequality, and Labor Markets 

Day 11 Demographic Crisis and Social Change 

Day 12 Culture, Soft Power, and National Identity 

Day 13 Korea–Japan Relations and Historical Politics 

Day 14 Foreign Policy and Security 

Day 15 Student Presentations or Final Review 

 


