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	Faculty Information
	Name
	David A. Tizzard

	
	E-mail
	datizzardswell@gmail.com

	
	Home University
	Seoul Women’s University

	
	Department
	General Education

	
	Homepage
	

	Course Information
	Class No.
	18055
	Course Code
	PER2021
	Credits
	3

	
	Course Name
	Korean Society and Culture

	
	Lecture Schedule
	Tue-Fri / 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

	
	Course Description
	Korea is often seen through the lens of K-pop and high-tech cities, but beneath the surface lies a complex society shaped by centuries of tradition, rapid modernization, and ongoing social change. This course explores the foundational elements of Korean culture—from Confucian, Buddhist, and shamanistic influences to contemporary issues like mental health, feminism, and beauty standards. Students will engage with key cultural concepts such as jeong (정), nunchi (눈치), and han (한) to better understand the social fabric that defines Korea today. Through daily discussions, multimedia analysis, and theoretical perspectives, we will critically examine Korea’s evolving identity in a globalized world.

	
	Course Objective
	This course seeks to deepen students’ understanding of Korean culture and society through an immersive and artistic experience, moving beyond textbooks and raw data. By engaging with films, documentaries, music, and other cultural artifacts, students will explore Korea’s spiritual foundations, social transformations, and contemporary challenges. Through theoretical analysis and daily discussions with classmates and the professor, they will critically examine key cultural concepts and social dynamics, fostering a nuanced perspective on Korea’s past, present, and future.

	
	Prerequisite
	· N/A

	
	Materials/Textbooks
	· N/A

	Evaluation
	Attendance
	%
	Quiz
	%

	
	Assignment
	%
	Mid-term Exam
	30%

	
	Presentation
	15%
	Final Exam
	40%

	
	Group Project
	%
	Participation
	15%

	
	Etc.
	Evaluation Item
	Ratio

	
	
	
	%

	
	
	
	%

	Daily 
Lecture Plan
	Week
1
	Day 1
	What is Korea?

	
	
	Day 2
	The Foundations of Korean Society: Shamanism, Buddhism, and More

	
	
	Day 3
	Modernization and Globalization

	
	
	Day 4
	How Korea Became a Democracy

	
	Week
2
	Day 1
	What is North Korea?

	
	
	Day 2
	Modernity and its Discontents

	
	
	Day 3
	Does Confucianism Still Exist?

	
	
	Day 4
	Midterm

	
	Week
3
	Day 1
	Mental Health and Gaslighting in Korea

	
	
	Day 2
	Beauty Standards: Hot or Not?

	
	
	Day 3
	Feminism and LGBT Issues in Korea

	
	
	Day 4
	Do You Have Nunchi?

	
	Week
4
	Day 1
	Korean History, Memory, and Trauma

	
	
	Day 2
	The Future of Korea

	
	
	Day 3
	Final Exam

	
	
	Day 4
	Graduation (NO class)
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