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	Faculty Information
	Name
	Joonhee Elliot Park

	
	E-mail
	Joonhee.park@wheaton.edu

	
	Home University
	Wheaton College

	
	Department
	Art Department

	
	Homepage
	

	Course Information
	Class No.
	TBA
	Course Code
	TBA
	Credits
	3

	
	Course Name
	Photojournalism

	
	Lecture Schedule
	Mon-Sat / 13:00-16:00

	
	Course Description
	
Course Description
Photojournalism invites students to move beyond the tourist gaze and critically explore Korea through its history, culture, landmarks, and everyday life. Through lectures, research, discussions, and guided fieldwork in Seoul, students investigate topics such as cultural heritage, youth culture, globalization, and postcolonial memory while comparing Korean contexts with their own societies. In the field, students conduct interviews, practice ethical intercultural storytelling, and produce photographs as primary research data, which are crafted into articles and photo essays, revised through peer-editing workshops, and published in an online journal. By term's end, students develop critical intercultural perspectives and practical journalistic skills grounded in lived experience in Korea.

Topics Covered in Class

Essential Photojournalism Topics
· Photojournalism basics: story structure, shots and sequences, captions, and ethics.
· Digital image editing: Lightroom/Photoshop techniques, ethical editing, creative visual expression.
· Interviewing techniques and cross-cultural sensitivity.
Thematic Topics
· Representational critique: othering, stereotypes, postcolonial perspectives.
· Tourist gaze/politics of seeing: critical readings of tourism, media, K-culture consumption.
· Seoul as a city shaped by Joseon dynasty, war, compressed development, Korean Wave.
· Localization and globalization of popular culture.

Course Components
· Research and development of visual proposals with intercultural themes.
· Team-based photojournalism projects featuring Korean subjects.
· Individual/group consultations for culturally analytical work.

This immersive course challenges students to use visuals not just to inform, but to understand, reflect, and connect across cultures.


Final Project
Choose or combine formats for online publication:
· Long-form magazine-style article with photo essay.
· 2–3 shorter articles on distinct sites/themes with editorial introduction.
· Multimedia story blending text, photos, short videos (where feasible).
Final project will:
· Be driven by a clear intercultural research question connecting Korean cases to global issues.
· Draw on field data (notes, interviews, photographs).
· Include brief meta-reflection on limits of my gaze and lessons learned.

Evaluation Criteria
· Relevance: Topic is interculturally meaningful and visually engaging.
· Originality: Work is creative, avoids clichés.
· Depth: Ideas thoughtfully sustain viewer interest.
· Form/Content: Images effectively support story/concept.
· Technical execution: Photos show skill and attention to detail.
· Engagement: Student commits, meets deadlines, participates in critiques/discussions.

Attendance
No unexcused absences or late arrivals unless official medical excuse or valid emergency. Two lates = one absence. Each unexcused absence lowers final grade by one-third letter grade.

Class Procedure
Approximately half the schedule involves guided fieldwork, half classroom sessions. Students actively participate in critiques and regularly present work-in-progress.

Fieldwork sessions: Arrive individually at the designated site. First 50 minutes: orientation, key observations, research questions. Remaining time: shooting, interviews, on-site reflection.

In-class sessions: First 50 minutes consist of thematic lecture, material exploration, research, and discussion. Remaining time: edit field photos, interviews, and draft articles. Assignment due dates shorten lab time for review and critique.

Please Note
This course requires field-based reporting and photography at various Seoul locations, accessed primarily via public transportation (fares and occasional admission fees may apply). Students should also budget additional time outside class for site visits, reporting, interviews, and project materials.


	
	Course Objective
	
· Explain Korea's history, culture, landmarks from intercultural perspective.
· Analyze Korean society (history, gender, class, global/local dynamics) beyond tourism.
· Plan/report/write/edit field-based articles using interviews, observation, photography.
· Apply journalistic ethics/intercultural etiquette in responsible storytelling.
· Produce/publish online journal (digital photo essay) via team projects.

	
	Prerequisite
	None

	
	Materials/Textbooks
	Textbook (Not Required) 
Recommended for practical guide for visual storytelling: Photojournalism
· The Professionals’ Approach, Routledge 2017
Recommended for an in-depth exploration of media culture
· Postcolonial Studies Meets Media Studies, Transcript Publishing 2016

Materials (Required)
· A digital camera or a smartphone.
· An external storage (SSD is recommended) of a minimum of 1TB.

	Evaluation
	Attendance
	20%
	Quiz
	%

	
	Assignment
	20%
	Mid-term Exam
	%

	
	Presentation
	%
	Final Exam
	%

	
	Group Project
	40%
	Participation
	20%

	
	Etc.
	Evaluation Item
	Ratio

	
	
	
	%

	
	
	
	%

	Daily 
Lecture Plan
	Week
1
	Week 1: Heritage & History
Mission: “Past Meets Present” 
Field Research: Gyeongbokgung, Changgyeonggung Palaces, Hanok Village, National Museum of Korea, DMZ

	
	
	Day 1
	1-1 Introduction to the course
· Defining Photojournalism
· Ethics of the Lens

	
	
	Day 2 
	1-2 Field Research – Class will meet in Gyeongbokgung Palace
· National Identity and Cultural Heritage
· Past Meets Present
· Site, Sight, Cite

	
	
	Day 3 
	1-3 Photojournalism and visual storytelling
· Data Management, Lightroom & Photoshop Basics
· Building online journal

	
	
	Day 4 
	1-4 Field Research – Class visit Bukchon Hanok Village & Changgyeonggung
· A Living Museum – Tension between local life and mass tourism
· How history survives in everyday places
· Cultural respect and Postcolonial restoration

	
	
	Day 5 
	1-5 Optional Field Day
· DMZ Tour (self-funded, register by Wed) – Cold War Legacy and Division
· Pick-up Shooting (free) – Revisit palaces, Insadong, or Samcheongdong
· Coverage of missing shots or new angles

	
	Week
2
	Week 2: Modern Culture & Trends
Mission: "Urban Regeneration" & "The Vigor of Life"
Field Research: Seongsudong, Hongdae, Gangnam, and Jamsil

	
	
	Day 1 
	2-1 Portraiture & Interviewing Subject
· How to construct a photograph
· Writing consent, interview techniques, intercultural etiquette

	
	
	Day 2 
	2-2 Field Research – Class visit Gangnam and Lotte World
· Compressed Development and multiplex lifestyle
· Social inequalities and class

	
	
	Day 3 
	2-3 Narrative Storytelling & Photo Essay Structure
· Construct a story
· Understanding positionality in visual narratives

	
	
	Day 4 
	2-4 Field Research – Class visit Hongdae and Seongsu
· Urban Regeneration – Gentrification in campus area and industrial spaces
· Hybrid identities in modern urban culture

	
	
	Day 5 
	2-5 Article Writing & 2nd Peer Review
· Intercultural reflection
· Othering, stereotype, and representation

	
	
	Day 6 
	2-6 Optional Field Day 
· Revisit sites or explore new angles for missing shots
· Individual/small group shooting

	
	Week
3
	Week 3: Landmarks & Culture
Mission: Symbolism, Public Emotion, and the Final Narrative
Field Research: N-Seoul Tower, Myeongdong, Han River Park, Jamsil Baseball Stadium

	
	
	Day 1 
	3-1 Understanding Culture
· Intergeneration conflict, Gender conflict, Ideological conflict 
· Writing consent, interview techniques, intercultural etiquette

	
	
	Day 2 
	3-2 Field Research – Namsan Seoul Tower and Myeongdong
· Pilgrimage of Lovers
· Dating culture and public emotions

	
	
	Day 3 
	3-3 Field Research – Han River Park and Jamsil Baseball Stadium
· Environmental issues of the city
· Leisure culture and fandom culture

	
	
	Day 4 
	3-4 Photo Essay Editing & Meta-Reflection
· From the local experience to universal emotion 
· Reflection on preconceptions, media stereotypes, and positionality
· What I learned to unlearn

	
	
	Day 5 
	3-5 Online Publishing & Final Review
· Project submission and Class presentation
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