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	Faculty Information
	Name
	Andy Watts

	
	E-mail
	awatts@ithaca.edu

	
	Home University
	Ithaca College

	
	Department
	Media Arts, Sciences & Studies

	
	Homepage
	https://www.ithaca.edu/academics/majors-minors/film-bfa

	Course Information
	Class No.
	TBA
	Course Code
	TBA
	Credits
	3

	
	Course Name
	Screenwriting: Writing the Short Film

	
	Lecture Schedule
	Mon-Sat / 

	
	Course Description
	Focuses on the process of taking dramatic ideas or concepts and transposing them into a short, producible screenplay. Facets of screenplay construction such as identifying workable ideas, character and world building, and professional formatting will be explored.  The successful student will come out of the class with a complete short screenplay and the skills to write many more.

	
	Course Objectives
	· Identify and cultivate strong dramatic ideas
· Employ proper screenplay format for more professional scripts
· Analyze and evaluate both classic and peer screenplays for structural weaknesses and strengths
· Propose and cultivate multiple screenplay ideas
· Formulate and write a short, producible screenplay

	
	Prerequisite
	· No prerequisites required

	
	Materials/Textbooks
	The Hollywood Standard by Christopher Riley, Writing Short Films by Linda J. Cowgill

	Evaluation
	Attendance
	10%
	Quizs
	5%

	
	Assignments
	50%
	Mid-term Exam
	5%

	
	Presentation
	10%
	Final Exam
	%

	
	Group Project
	10%
	Participation
	10%

	
	Etc.
	Evaluation Item
	Ratio

	
	
	Treatment, Outline, Rough Drafts
	30%

	
	
	Final Script
	20%

	Daily 
Lecture Plan
	Day 1
	Intros
· review syllabus
Ideation
· Where do ideas come from?
· What constitutes a strong script idea? 
The Elements of Drama
· what is drama exactly
· why we need it
· how do we get it

	
	Day 2
	Parts of a Screenplay
· plot
· action
· character
· dialogue
· beats

	
	Day 3
	Formatting
· the rules
· why do we have to follow them?
· when to break them

	
	Day 4
	Pitching, Treatments, Outlines, Beat Sheets
How to present your ideas

	
	Day 5
	Message and Emotion
· beliefs 
· themes
Quiz 1

	
	Day 6
	Visual Storytelling
· showing, not telling
· what are we seeing on the screen?

	
	Day 7
	Story Structure I:  Aristotle
· fear, pity, catharsis
· unity of plot

	
	Day 8
	Workshop Assignments 
· drama
· review format 
· visual storytelling

	
	Day 9
	Story Structure II 
· Three acts
· Five acts
· Hero’s journey
· One act 
Midterm

	
	Day 10
	Character I
· traits
· internal
· conflict

	
	Day 11
	Style 
· dramatic 
· dynamic
· economical

	
	Day 12
	Workshop Assignments
review drama & theme

	
	Day 13
	Character II 
· functions
· archetypes
· developed
Quiz 2

	
	Day 14
	Dialogue 
· Unique
· organic
· pushes the story forward
· less is more

	
	Day 15
	Workshop Final Scripts
· streamlined
· focused
· thematic
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